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Promoting English Learning at School

It is well-known that the international language of business is English, and with 1.5 billion people worldwide who speak
English as a first or second language, one might think that the motivation to learn English among school children would be high.

However, teachers and parents all know that children don't always see what is in their best interest. Things that seem
self-evident to adults, such as the importance of English language skills in an international city such as Hong Kong, are not as clear
to the younger generation. They are not always motivated by future abstractions such as potential salary, travel and study opportunities.

Furthermore, teens tend to be very self-conscious and afraid of embarrasssing themselves by speaking out. They can be
anxious about making mistakes and this anxiety can lead to what appears to be a lack of motivation to engage in the process of
language learning.

It is therefore necessary to proactively encourage students to develop their English language skills through promoting
English language learning at school and to do so in such a way that engages students’ interests on their level without scaring them
away by making too many demands on their fragile egos.

At Bethel High School, we have attempted to create a welcoming environment. In our English room, we have a number of
games that students can play while chatting in English or, if they're not ready for that, just listening to others while building
confidence to make a contribution. The NET teacher is always available to chat with the students and you can often see him
engaging with the students.

Another strength of our school is the large number of non-Chinese students in our diverse student body. We have an
international community in miniature here and English is the international language of our school. You can hear people chatting to
each other in English around the school and students are encouraged to make friends by engaging with each other in school clubs
and communities.

Our school is a place in which students can feel comfortable to practise their English without fear of being judged or overly
criticised. It's a place in which English is a tool they can use to make friends with people from many different cultures. It's a place
where English is fun and students feel like home.

14

DSE English Workshop 2020-21 by
Beacon College

On 20th January 2020, we have invited one of the most famous star tutors in Hong Kong,
Kenneth Lau, to share some DSE exam skills and tips with our S6A students. Kenneth is a famous
English tutor from Beacon College. He graduated from Hong Kong Baptist University with the first
honour in Linguistics. He was a HKDSE marker and he is very familiar with the common mistakes
that Hong Kong studens may make when doing DSE papers.

During the workshop, Kenneth first helped students break the myths regarding the strategies of
doing DSE exam papers. After that, he instructed them how to tackle Papers 2 and 3 by working on the 2020 past papers. He told
them a"slogan”for memorizing the things that should be considered and included in a writing. He also gave them a list of useful
expressions for writing as well as tips for finding the key words from the recording in Paper 3.

After the workshop, the majority of our students found it useful and they have got some tips that can help them tackle the
DSE exams. In the end, our Principal, Mr Chan, came and thanked Kenneth for his selfless efforts in holding the workshop and
giving us free materials.
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Words of Vice Chairperson
Welcome to our family of Bethel High School Parent Teacher Association!

It is my great honour to serve as the vice-chairperson of the parent-teacher association for the year 2020-21. Parents
and teachers are the cornerstones of our association. With your support, we could achieve the best in the cooperation
between the association and the school. We hope to organise fun-filled activities for parents and students and offer help to
the school on various events.

| am confident that we are working towards a common goal, which is promoting the welfare of our children and helping
them to grow up in an excellent learning environment so that they can learn to cherish their precious school life.

Your support and involvement are key to our success. Let's strive together!
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